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View, Calif., January 22, 1905 Pastor Watson: My brother, I wish to tell
you, be careful about what you do. You're not acting wisely. The less you
say about the tithe given to the most needy and discouraging field in the
world, the more sensible it will be. It has been years since I was
introduced that I should take my tithe to help white and colored ministers
who had been neglected and did not receive enough to properly support
their families. When I was called to the attention of elderly ministers,
white or black, it was my special duty to investigate what their needs
were and to supply them. That must have been my special job, and I've
done it in several cases. No one should notice the fact that in special
cases, the tithe is used that way. As for the work for the colored in the
south, that field has been, and continues to be, stolen from the means
that should supply the workers of that field. If there have been cases
when our sisters have used their tithes to support pastors working on
behalf of the colored people in the south, each, if wise, keep silent. I
myself have used my tithes for the most needy cases that come to my
attention. I have been instructed that I must do that; and since money is
not withheld from the Lord's storehouse, it is not a matter for comment;
for it will require me to make known these matters, which I do not wish to
do, because it is not the best. I have been presented with some cases for
years, and I have supplied their tithing needs, just as God instructed me
to do. And if anyone should tell me, Sister White, could you send my
tithes where you know there is most need? I praise those sisters who
have placed their tithes where they are most needed to help do a work
which has not been done; and if this matter is made known, it will create
a knowledge which it would be better to leave as it is. I do not wish to
give publicity to this work that the Lord has asked me and others to do.
I'm sending you that business so you don't make a mistake.
Circumstances change cases. I wouldn't recommend that anyone adopt
the custom of collecting tithes. But for years now, from time to time there
have been people who have lost confidence in the use of the tithe that
has been placed in my hands, and they have told me that if I did not
receive it, they themselves would get it to the relatives of the most needy
pastor they could find. I received the money, gave them a receipt, and
told them how it was used. I am writing you this so that you will remain
calm and not make a fuss or give publicity to this matter, so that many
more will not follow your example. (Signed) Ellen G. white Testimonies
for the church volume 4 pag 209


